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“ Thanks Tony and Tessa Collins
of TC Fixings and Right Price
Kitchens for continuing to
support our colour covers”

Thank you to Tom and Ellie in Kates Lane for the
road drawing and sending in the photograph for
the front cover.

Also see page 10 written by Tom and Ellie.

ASHDON OIL
SYNDICATE

Deliveries to November 2020.
When you’re placing your order it

would be very much appreciated if
you could telephone in the evening

between 5pm and 7pm and
please use the answer machine.

New email
jim@holdencottage.plus.com

and use “oil”as subject

IF YOU HAVE CHANGED YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS LET ME KNOW.

MINIMUM ORDER
QUANTITY 500 LITRES

TEL: 01799 584851
To get prices I do need an estimate

of the quantity of oil your tank
will take.

Remember if in doubt TOP UP

DeliveryDelivery
W/CW/C

Ring orRing or
Email byEmail by

PPE making in Ashdon
Using the large table at Lucy Kings Curtains
to cut up special material to make PPE
gowns for the NHS. £1300 worth of material
has been donated by friends, companies
etc. They are seen cutting up material into
lengths, then they bagged up and
distributed to ladies in Ashdon and Saffron
Walden to make the PPE at home.

1. Noriko Sakura

2. Gill Hewitt

3. Jean Shobbrook

4. Harriet Burrow

5. Cliff Parasi from ‘Call the Midwife’

6. Anne Guney, Kelly Compton and Cliff
cutting out material at Lucy’s
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Are you in the loop?
Our extremely professional website is a great resource, so keep on clicking to find out about

what’s happening in Ashdon. Check out the sites notice board for all the latest news, sign up for
regular updates and keep us in touch with what’s happening in your world.

www.ashdonparish.co.uk

Contents
Never before has the
countryside looked so
beautiful, our gardens so
immaculate and the skies so
blue. And never before have
we been locked down for
weeks battling with a global
enemy as deadly as Covid-19:
a pandemic like no other..
It's the scenario for a horror movie, yet it's only
too real. Life as we knew it at the beginning of
the year has changed beyond imagination.
Even a new vocabulary has evolved:
"Unprecedented times"; "self isolation",
"social distancing", " following the science",
"protect the NHS", "a new normal"," the R-rate"
"the data" "slots" all roll off our tongues on a
daily basis. We step back from close
encounters with others, we turn to technology
to keep in touch and order takeaways instead
of going out to eat.
For better or for worse, the press, broadcast
and social media continue to chronicle the
pandemic in forensic detail so rather than
enter this minefield let's focus solely on
Ashdon in the time of Coronavirus
Future readers who come across this summer
issue will undoubtedly be astonished by how
in 2020 the world was forced to change -
perhaps for ever. Today, June 1 is our copy
date and after ten long weeks, the day that
lockdown restrictions have been somewhat
eased. We are moving into uncharted territory,
so we can only hope that this is right way
forward and the successful start of a new way
of life.
While the cancellation of so many of our
regular social events is unfortunate (hopefully

to return next year), we are more concerned for
all those business people in our community
whose jobs and livelihoods are at stake We've
been impressed by their ingenuity and how
they've already faced up to the challenge and
enjoin everyone to "First: think local".
Unsurprisingly, Ashdon's renowned
community spirit emerged as soon as
lockdown was announced when around forty
volunteers stepped forward to provide
support.
Others sewed scrubs and made masks while
neighbours both helped each other and
provided much needed social contact - at a
safe distance, of course! We clapped for the
NHS, our children painted lovely rainbows,
new hobbies have been taken up and we've
fired up Zoom for meetings and long distance
socialising.
So here in Ashdon there have also been
pluses. And we are only too well aware of how
fortunate we are to live here. Nor can we
ignore the thousands of people whose lives
have been snatched away and the grief of their
families, nor the anxiety, worry and depression
engendered by this deadly pandemic. But for
many of us lock down has been a time to
savour a calmer and quieter life, the sunniest
Spring on record, clear air, a sky virtually free of
planes and roads mercifully free of traffic. A
cuckoo has returned and all around us the
birds are singing like never before.
What the future holds now is anyone's guess.
Keep safe everyone.

The Editors

Thanks to John Thorn for his sterling
work in keeping us up to date during
lockdown
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Village Hall Lottery Winners
March
Teresa Dales £25
Nicholas Barter £20
David Heywood £15
Iain Ford £12

April
Alison Eddershaw £25
Maddie Wilkie £20
Malcolm & Janet Moore £15
Ben Padfield £12

May
Adam & Marietta Young £25
Ingrid Copland £20
Liz Witty £15
Jeffrey Goodwin £12
We still have a few places spare, so if
anyone wishes to join our lottery could
they please contact
Mary Green 584229

Welcome
We welcome our new Vicar Alan and
Caroline Currer who have moved into the
new Rectory, Radwinter Road.

Bereavements
We are sorry to announce the passing of
Christine Snell from Butlers Lane. She died
after an illness on 29th April. Our
condolences go to her husband John and
children James and Sarah and their
families.
We are sorry to announce the passing of
Daisy Peach formally of Ashdon on March
3rd. Our condolences go to all her family
and friends.
John Bartram aged 89
Our thoughts are with Kath, and their sons
Andrew and Clive and families, and family
and friends at this very sad time.
Some people will remember Ken Marks,
(Architect) who passed away recently.
Although he did not live in Ashdon, he will
be remembered for designing the Church
Rooms.

Congratulations
To Rosanna (nee Kennard) and Adam Nix, a
daughter, Emilia Kathryn Nix, born on May
22nd, weighing 9lbs 11ozs. First
grandchild for Peter and Rachel Kennard.

Village Hall News
According to the Rural Community of
Essex we should be able to open Halls in
July. Not for large gatherings but for
small group classes such as yoga, so
long as distancing is observed. We shall
let groups know as soon as possible, as
we shall have to arrange for extra
cleaning after each booking.
We also send our condolences to Cath
Bartram and family - John very kindly
made the frame for our Millennium quilt
and it has been much admired over the
past 20 years.
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Gardening Club
Every 3rd Thursday in the
month 7.45pm

W.I.
7.30pm every 2nd Thursday
in the month

Bell ringing
Mondays 7.30-9pm

Upcoming events in normal times
Bowls Club
8-10pm on Monday
evenings in the Village Hall

Museum
Sunday afternoons after
Easter

Kick Boxing
Tuesday in the Village Hall MondayWalkers

Come and join us - we
meet every Monday
9.30am at
The Baptist Church car
park, except Bank
Holidays.

Ashdon Baptist Church
One of the many privileges I
have experienced as a minister
is to talk with people who have
serious illnesses. It is a privilege
because often people will talk
very openly about how they
feel, their anxieties and hopes.
The common theme in these conversations,
without breaking any confidence, is to go back
to life being normal. To simply stop talking
about their illness, stop thinking about it, to
stop living with the effects of the treatment.
People yearn to go back to the empty house
they live in, or the job they find boring, the
commute that drives them mad and the hectic
family life which has them pulling their hair out.
They want to feel and experience normal life
again.

We must not try to put ourselves in the shoes of
people who have serious illness. Although, it
would be fair to say over the last couple of
months we share in their desire and hope to
have our normal lives back, with all the
problems and joys attached.

As we have experienced lockdown together as
a village it has been wonderful, although not a
surprise, that so many village volunteers have
come forward to offer support to people in the
village. In addition, neighbours have been
looking out for and helping each other, as
generations have before them in Ashdon. We
have used existing technology to keep in touch,
which has been our feet, the garden fence and
the telephone. All to ensure our neighbours are
doing ok, what a blessing it is to live in Ashdon
and to know we are cared for.

As I reflect it reminds me of the time Jesus was
asked: “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied:
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. ’This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.’ (Matt. 22:36-39). I think we have all
being doing a wonderful job of loving our
neighbours and I pray this continues after
COVID-19, I am sure it will.

We have all learnt to adjust and change the way
we are living. For example, as the Baptist church
our Sunday service is on-line via zoom and lasts
forty minutes; and as I reflect, a minister’s
sermon probably lasted that long a generation
or so ago! I wonder just how many changes you
have had to make recently, and if you will keep
any when you have more freedom. Perhaps
your will spend more time with the family, work
fewer hours, dedicate time with your children
and partner, maybe go on more walks, holidays
or visit family who live away. Maybe read more,
and for those with a Christian faith simply
spending more time with God?

And what are the things you have really missed
in self-isolation, which you will return to?
Perhaps continuing to support the pub and
garden centre and all the local business in the
village? Maybe for you it is catching up with
friends at the many associations and clubs of
the village?

I wonder, as you reflect on your time of self-
isolation, are there aspects of village life you
want to try, to experience as new? I ask the
question because the more we invest in our
village and the people in it, the more we will
flourish and grow as a community. It would be
wonderful to see new people at the Baptist
church or indeed All Saints’, you are all most
welcome. In addition, it would also be lovely to
see new people coming forward to enjoy the
variety of activities seen through the clubs and
associates in the village; and perhaps investing
time to help at the nursery and primary schools
if appropriate.

We are being gradually released step by step
from a complete lockdown (by the time the
magazine is distributed we may know more).
However, I cannot give out our usual diary of
events as it is uncertain when things will be able
to start again. But rest assured we will advertise
any events through the Parish Council website,
social media, village notices boards and word
of mouth.

I do look forward to catching up with you all
again soon.

Stay safe and God bless,
Gavin

Windmill
2nd Sunday in the month
from May to October

Let us know if have any
regular events you’d like

on this pageWorlds Biggest
Coffee Morning
Friday 25th September
Ashdon Baptist Church Hall
9.30 – 12 Noon
Macmillan Cancer Support

Village Hall For Hire
We have some day time availability.

Our film and audio/powerpoint
facilities are available for meetings,

seminars etc.

Please contact

Janet Moore on 584510

Ashdon Voluntary Car Service
If you have difficulty getting to your hospital,
doctors, dentist, chiropody etc appointments
we are a group of voluntary drivers willing to

get you there.

Voluntary contributions gratefully received.
We would also welcome anyone who feels

they could become a driver

Ring Janet Moore 584510

To arrange
a lift or for more details
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Lockdown by Tom and Ellie Ashdon Parish Council
The rainbow is all about thanking
the NHS and all the other key
workers for everything they are
doing.
We are missing our friends and
family and it feels weird not being
able to go out. We have FaceTimed
our cousins whilst eating dinner, it’s
nice to see their faces.
We are lucky because we live next
door to our Granny, we enjoy
gardening with her. She sometimes
tries to read her book but we rush
inside to get her to play with us -
she doesn’t get any peace!
Our mum has been teaching us,
she sometimes gets annoyed
because we are probably a bit
annoying!
We have a dog who likes us being
at home more. We have been
teaching him tricks. He has learnt
to do some jumps and we take him
for walks.
When we hear about what is going
on in other parts of the world it
makes us think we are very lucky to
live in Ashdon.

Tom and Ellie

It is difficult, almost impossible,
to believe that, when the last
edition of this magazine went
to press, life for most of us was
relatively normal.
Of course there were dark rumours circulating
about a largely unknown virus appearing in
China but that was thousands of miles away
and unlikely to affect us in any meaningful way.
Or so we thought, and how wrong we were!
Few, if any, had heard of Corona Virus or
Covid-19 but now those terms are all too
common, as are the effects they have had on
millions of lives worldwide.
Tragically many thousands of those lives have
been cut short and many others will be
seriously affected well into the future. We, in
Ashdon, have been very fortunate to date, not
only in avoiding the virus itself but in the
community spirit that has come to the fore
because of it. Our appeal to help those in
need, in any form, resulted in almost 40 people
volunteering their services. Gavin Walter did a
first-class job co-ordinating that effort and we
know he would want us to offer here our
sincere thanks to all involved. Thanks are also
due to John Thorn for his sterling work on the
village web site and other social media,
keeping everyone abreast of the news.
Progress on our major projects has, of
necessity, been rather curtailed but it has
certainly not been absent. On the Cafe/Shop
project we received fee quotations from four
architects and a local firm, Hibbs & Walsh has
been retained by the Parish Council on the
basis of both reputation and the
competitiveness of its bid. Under Phase I it will
undertake all stages of the work up to planning
and, as part of that work, a full village hall
survey was to be carried out on the 9th June.
Allied to this project is the issue of postal
services and, on this, we are pleased to report
that the Post Office has agreed to provide a
Mobile Unit each Tuesday morning between
9.30 and 10.30. The location and the services
to be offered are yet to be finalised but will be
advised as soon as possible.
Disappointingly, work on the Affordable
Housing project has been rather delayed
because RCCE are experiencing difficulties
identifying ownership of the small section of
ground which would provide site access from
All Saints. This information is normally available
by return from the Land Registry but, due to
the current situation, it too is having difficulty in
providing timely responses. In tandem with

this is, of course, the all-important work of
producing the Neighbourhood Plan. Melanie
Horrigan and Jane Gray (in lock-down!) had
planned to hold a second village consultation
some weeks ago but, as this was not possible,
they will be re-scheduling when circumstances
permit.
Gigaclear has resumed its work on the 5G
installations but, understandably, schedules
are at present less than certain. When more
definite information becomes available it will
be posted on the web site.
We are sorry to report that the frustrating issue
of speeding traffic continues to grind on with
little movement to date. However, the
encouraging news is that we now have the
office of our MP, Kemi Badenoch, heavily
involved and we are hopeful that might
provide a breakthrough in the process.
Finally, a warm welcome from all on the Parish
Council to Caroline Currer, our new vicar, and
her husband, Alan. Caroline, together with
Gavin Walter, took part in the recent ceremony
to mark the VE/VJ 75th anniversary in what we
suspect was her first "official" engagement in
the village. The ceremony was organised to
mark the event but, sadly, it could be of only
very limited scope. Therefore, circumstances
allowing, we plan to mark VJ Day with a rather
more enhanced tribute.

Mike Elsey

Recent meeting via ZoomLockdown Yoga
Ashdon Yoga classes have been running successfully on Zoom since the beginning of lockdown.
While it is not the same as getting together at the village hall each week, the experience is better
than we anticipated and everyone has been able to sustain their yoga practice at home. Our
classes have also been running to help raise money for the charity ‘Compliments of the House’,
who deliver and collect fresh, surplus food to those greatly in need in South London.
We hope to be back in the village hall soon. Please contact Charmian Wylde to join the class on
Zoom or for updates at www.ashdonacupuncture.co.uk or on 07841243030, or by email to
acu@ashdonacupuncture.co.uk

Ashdon Acupuncture Clinic will reopen when permitted in accordance with the new Covid 19
secure guidelines issued by The British Acupuncture Council. Please see the website for
updates: www.ashdonacupuncture.co.uk
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AshdonW.I.
This is not how AshdonWI
usually spends its Spring and
Summer!
Just to recall, at our mid-March meeting, we
heard how a businessman had travelled the
world for many years, so giving us a different
view of countries as someone dependent on
locals and seeing how they live, rather than the
usual tourist trails. Little did we realise this was
going to be the full extent of ‘travelling’ until
whenever? We were looking forward to a
Group Meeting at Clavering in 10 days’ time,
with a buffet, seeing friends from other WI’s, a
top radio entertainer, Cup presentation to us
(again), in all, a good evening out. We were
also putting our plans in place for Birthday
party number 102 in mid-May with a ‘Rat Pack’
entertainer and were ready to send out
invitations.
With a little foresight, at our early March
committee meeting, we had discussed that if
there were ‘problems with the virus’, whether
every member had someone to help them if
they became ill. It never entered our wildest
dreams that there would be lock-down and
isolation and we ourselves would become
mostly dependent on others and unable to
help in our usual WI way. So as I write this at
the end of May, we’ve missed our Group
meeting, April and Annual meetings,
competition bowling, our birthday party,
evening walks, outdoor social events and as we
don’t know when we will be able to start again,
we cannot yet book our future speakers!
The internet has been used for messaging
friends and family, shopping both directly or
with a supermarket, getting recipes, group
activities via Zoom and then there’s been the
good old phone! Once some were allowed to
exercise, then conversations uninterrupted by
aircraft noise could take place over the hedge!
We’ve got used to a ring at the door then a
photo taken of us as proof of receipt and for
many, this and any post is the highlight of the
day! Wearing a face mask, keeping social
distance and no hugs, washing hands and
using disinfectant on surfaces has become
habits that will remain for some time.
Several ladies have put their sewing skills to
the test in making scrubs and masks, including
some with a window for teachers of lip-readers.
Some of us have remained working, writing,

reading, learning and catching up, or trying to,
with all the jobs around the house and garden
that haven’t been done for ages! ( Some may
say years!)
We are just so very thankful that like you, most
of us live in or around the village, so have
‘space’ to use outside, if only within our own
gardens. For those of us on the edge of the
village on a lane or near footpaths, the number
of walkers has increased and now, there are
more families walking and there were always
cyclists racing by in their colourful gear.
Without the aircraft overhead and traffic noise
and with the good weather, we’ve heard the
cuckoo several times. The village centre and
our road through has often been little used
and it has been actually peaceful, so the
natural sounds can easily be heard.
We’ve all kept ourselves as safe as we can and
we hope to remain so and would love to get
back to our previous normal life but it will take
some time, if ever. We are thankful that we live
in a caring village and have been able to have
help and thanks to Beeches for gardening
supplies and the Rose & Crown for their
takeaways after all our 8 weeks (so far) of meals
every day from what we have in the cupboard!
For when we restart, we’ll put up our posters
on the notice boards and you’ll be very
welcome to come and join in, at a safe
distance, so looking forward to seeing you
some Thursday evening, hopefully, before too
long. Stay safe and alert….

Hilary Haynes

The spirit of the WI.
Mobberly WI have issued the
following guidance for
isolation.
Right ladies, Judith Bickerstaffe has kindly
emailed the crochet patterns for the face
masks and matching underwear sets.

Anyone who runs out of wool should message
Delia who will leave fresh supplies in a vacuum
sealed sandwich bag on your doorstep. She
will knock the theme tune to Miami Vice on
your door so you know it's her, you'll have to
take pot luck on colours, but I do know there is
a particularly lovely shade of burnt copper.

Mavis has drawn up a rota for the Haz Mat suit
and WW2 Gas Mask, it is one size fits all so
please don't specify size requirements. If any
of our less able members need provisions such
as bread, milk, wine, Gin or pickled walnuts
please contact Cynthia, who will pop to the
shops for you providing her moped isn't being
used by her grandson for pizza deliveries.

Laura will go ahead with her useful and
inspirational talk on Christmas and other gifts
made from j-cloths via Skype.

Currently we will have to abandon our
collection of soft toys made from used hosiery,
particularly after that unfortunate incident
when Derek Malmsbury was found doing
unspeakable things to the elephant made by
his wife, Nora. I'm sure we all support Nora at
this upsetting time.

Apparently they WERE Derek's fishnets, which
is why he was confused and why he wanted

them back. Still that should never be done to a
child's soft toy.

Connie is finishing off the template for making
an emergency face mask and draft excluder
from a spare bra. I know some members have
raised concern that as Connie is a 46GG she
has more material to work with than most, but
she assures me her template will be scalable
from 32 A upwards.

Audrey wants to apologise for the mix-up with
the medication run, but please be rest assured
Joan suffered no side effects from taking
Marjorie Butterworth's husband Viagra and
Haliborange.

And likewise Marjorie's husband seems to
have responded really well to the HRT. Marjorie
says they even agreed on the pattern for their
new curtains.

Sad news because of the Government
announcement, the trip to Leeds and 'Miss
Fifi's Private Dungeon and Macrame club' has
been postponed and at this moment we don't
have a rescheduled date.

Great news: we have already started collecting
prizes for the summer fayre raffle. It looks like
the star prize this year may well be a pack of 9
Andrex Quilted Aloe Vera toilet rolls.

Shortly followed by a complete set of knitted
Nolan Sisters toilet roll covers. Mavis says any
resemblance between Colleen and Anne
Widdecombe is purely coincidental.

Right Ladies I must dash, I hear Springitts has
just had a fresh delivery of tinned prunes.

See pages
14 & 15
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8th May 1945 - 75 Years on
It was lovely to see so many people in the
village celebrating VE Day on the 8th May.
Isolating parties, drinks, snacks, fun. Bunting
adorning many houses, flags and above all
memories.
The village is very fortunate in that we have
both Gavin, the Pastor, and Caroline, the
Vicar, who both came to the War Memorial to
hold a Minute's silence at 11 o'clock. There
followed a short and very moving service, not
only to those who made the ultimate sacrifice
in the War but also the many who gave up six
years of their lives to fight for our freedom.
Those who know the War Memorial will know
that there are four names remembered from
the war:
Luke James Furze (MIA 15/9/1940) - Second
pilot on a Whitley Mark V, Serial No. N1478,
Code letters "EY" of 78 Squadron. Took off
from RAF Dishforth at 00.50hrs on 15th
September 1940, this aircraft was part of a
force of 10 Whitley's sent to bomb the
dockyards and shipping in Antwerp. It was
later reported missing without trace. Luke
James is remembered on Runnymede
Memorial.
William Baldwin RAFVR. (MIA 14/10/1942,
Aged 31) - Pilot in 104 Squadron flying
Wellington Bombers. The squadron was
reformed at Driffield, Yorkshire, as an
operational squadron on 1 April 1941 -
serving as night bombers. This phase in the
squadron's history lasted for less than a year.
In October 1941 fifteen aircraft were flown to
Malta (Luqa), from where they attacked
targets in Libya, Sicily and Italy. The
detachment then moved to Egypt (Kabrit),
where it was joined by its ground echelon.
The squadron was briefly re-designated No.
158 Squadron, but reverted to its original
number on 31 January 1942. William
Baldwin was listed as missing in action with
the other members of his crew whilst
attacking targets in the western desert. He is
remembered on Alamein War Memorial,
Egypt.

Robert Peploe ((KIA 15/9/1944 Aged 20) -
Somerset Light infantry. When the allies
advanced on the Adriatic Coast the Germans
dug in to a number of key defensive
positions. The advance stalled as winter set
in. In the autumn of 1944 Coriano Ridge was
the last important ridge in the way of the
Allied advance in the Adriatic sector. Its
capture was the key to Rimini and eventually
the River Po. German parachute and panzer

troops, aided by bad weather, resisted all attacks
on their positions between 4 and 12 September
1944. On the night of 12 September the Eighth
Army reopened its attack on the Ridge, with the
1st British and 5th Canadian Armoured Divisions.
This attack was successful but marked the
beginning of a week of the heaviest fighting
experienced since Cassino in May, with daily
losses for the Eighth Army of some 150 killed.
Robert Peploe is buried in Coriano Ridge
Cemetery, Italy.
Elizabeth Everitt (1906-1944) - of Nutts Farm,
killed, only a short time after her husband's
death, when two US aircraft collided behind her
house. For her heroism in rescuing an American
Airman from the freshly re-fuelled and re-armed
Havoc Bomber Elizabeth was awarded the Albert
Medal - at that time the highest award for
gallantry not in the front line; later replaced by
the George Cross. Sadly Tony, the Everitt's very
young son, was orphaned as a result of her
bravery. More of Elizabeth Everitt in a later
edition when we dedicate a plaque in her
memory at the War Memorial.

After six long years the whole country sighed
with relief when, as Winston Churchill had
promised, all the sweat toil and hardship finally
came to an end. VE Day on May 8 1945 was
joyful - one of celebration and partying, though
for many also tinged with sorrow for all those
lost forever. The majority of men from this village
who had joined up were still abroad, some in
Europe, some at sea and some in the Far East.
For them, whilst hostilities had ceased in Europe,
the war still went on with work to do. As one
Commanding Officer in the Far East said to his
troops "The war in Europe is over. Time for a
smoke break and then back to work" For those in
the Far East the war against Japan was not to
end until August.
Nearer home, one man from the village was in a
prisoner of war camp having been captured at
Arnhem after parachuting in to try and secure
the bridges over the Rhine. For another there
was the harrowing and, one would suggest, life
changing experience of being among the first to
enter Bergen Belsen. Never to be forgotten but
never to be spoken about. For those at sea,
whilst I am sure in true Naval tradition they
"Spliced the Main Brace," land fall and home was
still weeks if not months away.
So as we look back in gratitude, it is good to
remember the sacrifices made for us so that we
can live in this lovely, quiet, peaceful corner of
Essex, to be able to go about our business and
our daily lives unhindered.

Postscript. Whilst going through old boxes of
correspondence in our attic during lockdown
we came across the following:
i. "Dig for Victory Campaign". A letter dated
1st April 1940 from the National Council of
Social Service giving advice on how to set up
an allotment scheme and leaflets and a poster
(both reproduced here) seeking people to
"Grow More Food" and trying to get an
additional 500,000 allotments nation wide;
(See page 13)
and on a more sobering note

ii. A letter dated 31st December 1940
(reproduced here) from the then Imperial War
Graves Commission asking the Parish Council
to let the Commission know whether they had
reserved a special plot in the cemetery for
"burial of members of H.M. Forces during the
present war" and if so how many grave spaces
had been reserved.
Fortunately there were to be no burials directly
relating to the war, only two from WW1.

David Green



Amessage from
Kemi Badenoch MP

This is a worrying and challenging time for us
all and the advice on coronavirus is changing
day by day because of the fast-moving
environment. I understand it is difficult to know
what advice to follow when there is so much
information out there.
Furthermore, I am receiving messages from
constituents who are offering to help and
others who want to know how they can help. It
is good to see the community coming together
in a desire to support one another, especially
the elderly and vulnerable.
For both these reasons, I have put together a
page on my website that includes the links to
the most up to date information from all the
various bodies I am in touch with. These
include the Government, local authorities such
as Essex County Council, Uttlesford District
Council and Chelmsford City Council, as well
as information from local organisations and
charities across the constituency. Please follow
this link to access it:
www.kemibadenoch.org.uk/coronavirus-
covid-19-advice-and-guidance

For constituents who do not have access to the
internet, as advised by Public Health England,
if you think you have might have coronavirus
don’t go to your doctor’s surgery or hospital. If
you need to speak to someone, call 111 and
they will make arrangements directly for
testing and treatment or 999 if you require
urgent medical treatment. Carers are also
advised to call 111 or doctor surgeries for
specific advice.
The Government will be holding daily televised
briefings on Coronavirus and I would
encourage constituents to tune in for the most
up to date information and advice.
If you do have any individual concerns, please
do contact me via email at
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk or call
my office on 0207 219 1934 and we will
endeavour to sign post you to the relevant
organisation for information.

Kemi Badenoch
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18 Ben Bidwell 01440 785706
21 Capri Blinds 01223 894020
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27 DC Clarke Electrical Contractor 584741
22 Goddards Kitchens 522581
30 Lucy King Curtains 584030
21 Oreon Upholstery Specialists 01376 346585
30 Plumbline 01223 893903
48 Right Price Kitchens 513782
27 Rothwells Carpet Cleaning 01638 428060
30 Stephens Chimney Sweep 0800 112 3600
27 Sygma Security 0800 043 6728
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27 Tom Penning - Plumbing and Heating 07866 441576
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A muntjac photographed at night by Paul Burrow
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H.W. BARTLETT & SON
(Established 1926)

Extensions Alterations Boilers

Renovations Decorating Taps

Carpentry Bricklaying Heating

Roofing Plumbing Tanks

An OFTEC registered Company

Contact number 01799 584291

E-mail: hwbandson@btinternet.com

CAPRI BLINDS

VERTICAL - ROMAN - ROLLER
PLEATED - VENETIAN -

WOODEN

Free measuring - Free fitting

All in the comfort of your home

10 years experience

Based in Linton

100’s of satisfied LOCAL
customers

www.capriblinds.co.uk

Telephone 01223 894020

AFFORDABLE QUALITY BLINDS
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Beeches Nursery
Your local plant nursery

Open daily including
Bank Holidays

Tel: 584362

www.beechesnursery.co.uk

BARTRAM SERVICES LTD

Landscape & Groundworks

Also including Fencing, Patio’s
Hedging and Turfing

NIGEL BARTRAM

01799 500218 or 07890 061391

Nigelbartrum@hotmail.com

SHADWELL WOOD
NATURE RESERVE

Support your local Nature
Reserve by purchasing greenwood

produce made on site.

We can usually supply firewood logs and
garden sundries from stock. Other items

may take a little longer.

Come and see us on the first and third
Sundays of the month from September to

May inclusive.

Otherwise discuss your needs with the
warden.

Tony Morton on 01799 523489

Tonymorton.net@gmail.com
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Spring in Lockdown
Thank you to everyone who has helped
through these very difficult times
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Zoom quizes and birthdaysZoom quizes and birthdays

VE Day Celebration

And a little humour

Well done to all you home
school teachers Boys got bored

VE Day service at the War Memorial
Mike and Val with their flags
A socially distanced celebration
Sheena Dale and the jeep in memory
of dad Garry
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‘SecurityManagement, Fire Services and
Drone SurveySpecialists’

Sygma provide the following services to both business &
domestic customers:-

SECURITY – CCTV, Access Control, Intruder Alarms, Perimeter
Security, Data Network Services, Remote Monitoring, Service &
Maintenance

FIRE – Fire Risk Assessments, Fire Detections Systems, Fire
Suppression Systems, Emergency Lighting

DRONES – Thermal Imaging Solutions, Building Surveys, Water
Leak Detection, 4K Aerial filming & Photography, Promo Videos

Call now for your FREE initial site survey on 0800 043 6728

www.sygmasecurity.co.uk
* Sygma Security Systems Ltd - Sygma Fire Services Ltd *

Unit K Blois Meadow Business Centre Steeple Bumpstead Suffolk CB9 7BN

Carpet Cleaning
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs

A few points that make us stand out from the others,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We’re an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

01638 428 060 www.Rothwells.biz

D. C. CLARKED. C. CLARKE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

07837 44043707837 440437
Church Barn, Church End, Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HGChurch Barn, Church End, Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HG

Out and about

Thanks to Paul Burrow for the kingfisher photo, John Padfield
for capturing Dave Lewis and a bee’s nest, Mike Rojac on his
daily walk and the Ashdon Velo on their first social distanced
ride for many weeks
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Ashdon Acupuncture
Clinic

Ashdon Acupuncture practice is
looking forward to reopening in
early July, conditional upon
government advice at the time. The
clinic will open in accordance with
the new Covid 19 policy guidelines
issued by The British Acupuncture
Council. Please see the website;
www.ashdonacupuncture.co.uk for
updates.
Acupuncture is beneficial for a wide
range of conditions and can improve
your health and wellbeing. To learn
more about whether acupuncture
could help you, please see the
website: ashdonacupuncture.co.uk or
telephone:
Charmian Wylde MA, MBAcC 01799
584494 or 07841263020
Charmian has over 30 years of
experience as an acupuncturist and
was the Course Leader of the BSc
Acupuncture degree at The
University of East London. She is a
member of the British Acupuncture
Council.



It’s simple:
We are really
good at what
we do.
Curtain Design

Interior Design

Upholstery Design

Lucy King 01799 584030
www.lucykingcurtains.co.uk
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PLUMBLINE
PLUMBINGANDHEATINGENGINEER

PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE

CallJohnon
01223893903

Fully Qualified and Insured

Including Property Maintenance
Pain�ng: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small

Supcik@talktalk.net
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Hill Farm, Ashdon, CB10 2ET Open All Year from 8am to 6pm 3 months to School Age

A popular nursery located on a farm
Family owned, managed by early years teachers
Purpose built
Easy access with ample parking
Dedicated connecting rooms for different ages

Judged outstanding by Ofsted
Wonderful varied resources
High quality and fun learning
Structured and unstructured play
Friendly, well qualified staff members
Close links with local primary schools

Excellent outdoor provision
Car track, sandpit, astro lawn and covered areas
Woodland, meadow, orchard and planting areas
Forest school and chickens and ducks on site

Funded places and tax-free childcare accepted
Discounts provided for full-time & sibling bookings
Very competitive rates
Flexible sessions on offer

Please contact Anisa, the manager,
for more information or to arrange a visit:

Tel: 01799 584 848
Email: ashdonchildrensnursery@outlook.com
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Essex Police Cycle SecurityEssex Police Cycle Security
Cycle security is always an
issue with thefts from a variety
of locations including the town
centre, residential areas, and
educational establishments.
Commonly bicycles are either
not secured or not secured
properly, and this makes it easy
for thieves.
Where do they go? Number of places: - in a
container abroad, to another part of the
country, stored in premises or sold as either a
cycle or cycle parts via the internet, or third
parties.
By taking some appropriate precautions and
using good quality security products, and
using them well, should help you to keep your
property safe. Use the best security you can
afford. Don't secure a £2,000 bicycle with a
£20 lock! As a guide look to spend 10-15% of
the value of the item on its security. Look for a
“Sold Secure” certified chain and padlock or
“D – Lock” preferably gold rated but certainly
not below silver. Consider what you chain it to
whether at home or whilst out, is that secure? Is
it well overlooked to provide good natural
surveillance?
Make a note of the frame number, security
mark the cycle, there are a number of different

methods available such as
www.bikeregister.com, www.datatag.co.uk ,
and www.retainagroup.com. Take a
photograph of the cycle and any areas of
damage or marks of identification, and some
insurance companies may require one with the
owner in the picture with it.
At home remove that first attraction to the thief
or burglar: 1) don’t leave garage doors open
for long periods showing your expensive cycle
and other property, 2) consider a “Ground
anchor” or “Shed shackle” within your shed or
garage to secure your cycle to, 3) look at your
shed or garages security and ensure you have
good locks and that the hinges are protected,
4) consider a shed alarm.
If you can its worth getting your children or
grandchildren into good habits, keeping their
bikes secure and not leaving them discarded
on the front lawn or other, may save problems
in the future.
Check with your insurance company to see
what security standards they require for
your insurance cover to be valid.
For suitable security products see
www.securedbydesign.com or
www.soldsecure.com .
For further advice see https://
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
theft-of-a-bicycle/how-safe-is-your-bike/



Well it has been the strangest
of starts to taking up my post
as Vicar of All Saints in Ashdon.
Amazingly, my formal licensing
did go ahead as planned on 22
April, but via Zoom rather than
in a full church. Since then, all
churches have been closed but
I have been busy helping with
services on line, as part of the
SaffronWalden and Villages
Team.
This has certainly kept me busy, and it has been
great to see a number of the Ashdon
congregation joining our Zoomed services on
a Sunday. Based on the names and phone
numbers of those on our electoral roll, I have
compiled an e-mail contacts list so am able to
send news (and service details) out every week
– please do let me know if anyone else in the
village would like to be added to this list. I have
also tried to keep in touch by phone with those
known to me who are not on e-mail, though
the weather has been so lovely that it is always
hard to know when best to call as so many are
enjoying their gardens.

None of this is what I envisaged or hoped for
when appointed, since both Alan and I were
looking forward to sharing in the various

activities and aspects of life that are so much a
part of the village community – we are still
looking forward to this in future.
We now have, at last, a date for moving to the
Vicarage, and this may have happened before
publication of this magazine, as our move is
planned for 8 – 11 June. It will be very strange
to be with you but not able to take services in
church or really meet people properly. Do at
least wave if you see 2 strangers walking
around – it may be us!
There is an expectation that churches may be
allowed to open and resume in July (with
appropriate social distancing in place), and lots
of discussion about how this can best be done
in a safe way. Whatever happens, we have to
follow guidance but it will be a step forward.
Meanwhile, the warmth and welcome of folk in
Ashdon – both churchgoers and others – has
been an enormous encouragement to us. Like
everyone else, we just look forward to a time
when things change for the better, whatever
the ‘new normal’ will look like. Do get in touch
if you think I can help in any way – contact
details on the church website
(www.allsaintsashdon.org.uk) will be kept up to
date.
Caroline
Team Vicar All Saints Church
584839
My e-mail address is c.currer@btinternet.com

News from All Saints Church

A date for your diary
Friday 25th September

Ashdon Baptist Church Hall
9:30 – 12 Noon

Contact Sue Kidman : 584 491

Church services can be accessed on line:
A YouTube service of Holy Communion each week to watch at your convenience
Zoomed live services of Holy Communion on Sunday at 9.30 am and 10 am
Weekday Evening Prayer on Tuesdays at 5pm live via Zoom
Wednesday morning Holy Communion at 9.30am live via Zoom
Details of all these and more (including resources for young people) can be found on the St Mary’s
Saffron Walden website (www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org) and I will also happily forward to you the
links to join the live Zoomed services.
Our own website (www.allsaintsashdon.org.uk) has copies of weekly prayers written by our own
congregation, and of my own sermons.

SaffronWalden Museum
A Community archive
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We are living through a pandemic
which has changed every aspect of
the world as we know it. The Covid-
19 outbreak has propelled us into
history books yet to be written as
our lives have been reshaped
beyond anything we could have
imagined mere weeks ago.
There is a great deal that we can do to help
future generations to understand the impact of
Covid-19 on communities such as ours. You
can play your own valuable part in contributing
to awareness of the sociological, psychological
and economic impact of this disease. Saffron
Walden Museum, in conjunction with Saffron
Walden Tourist Information Centre is
encouraging local people to submit their own
experiences of this unprecedented crisis in the
form of written articles (including diaries or
poetry), photographs, art, music or film.
Submissions will be curated by Jenny Oxley,
the Museum’s Education Officer, and will in

time form part of an on-line archive and
possibly a physical or on-line exhibition in due
course.

If you are part of an organisation, club, society
or charity, consider asking all of your members
and clients to take part; there is no deadline
for submissions as it is recognised that people
might wish to observe in their chosen media
the development and eventual resolution of
the crisis. If you are a teacher or a parent or
guardian teaching at home, consider
encouraging children to express their thoughts
and feelings in whatever way sparks their
imaginations.

Submissions should be sent to
museum@uttlesford.gov.uk with ‘CV Walden’
as the subject. Please note that although
digital submissions are preferred, non-digital
submissions will be accepted at a later date,
once the threat of infection is over.

Thank you.

Cambridge Open Studio’s
Cambridge Open Studios take part
in nationwide #OpenWindows2020
to share their #COSart2020 this July.
Although the dreaded Covid-19 virus has seen an
end to this year's annual art extravaganza we've
grown to love, all is not lost. A group of budding
members have stepped up to the mark and are in
the middle of organising a treasure trail of art for
the public to enjoy whilst out on their daily walks.

#Openwindows2020 is a national campaign that is
celebrating art in its many forms, displayed in as the
name would suggest, a window or perhaps front
garden. For all 4 weekends of July, artists will
display their artwork for local residents to enjoy.

WHY? - As chief organiser Kate Green explains, "It's
a way that we as a group of artists can invest into
our community at this extraordinary time. We hope
it will help to keep Cambridge Open Studios on
people’s radar, whilst promoting creativity and the
art businesses, as well as giving the artists
something positive to work towards."

WHEN? - the original COS weekends: July 4th/5th,

11th/12th, 18th/19th, 25th/26th inclusively.

HOW? A treasure trail map will be created with
spots to indicate the location of participating artists.
The map will be available to download from the
Cambridge Open Studios website at the beginning
of June here camopenstudios.co.uk/open-windows
Usually, the details of each artist and their work is
available in advance. However, participating artists
will decorate their houses with the Cambridge
Open Studios yellow flag and it will become an art
treasure hunt for the local neighbourhood.

Each participating artist will display their name and
the Cambridge Open Studios website address
alongside their art in their window (each artist has
their own page on this website) so people can find
out more about each artist they have visited.

If the lockdown is still in place, we will encourage
people to adhere to social distancing rules and
remind them to only travel locally as part of their
daily exercise.
We now have 100+ artists signed up to take part in
this initiative during the month of July..
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Roy Hudd the perfect hostRoy Hudd the perfect host
Roy Hudd was perfect host for
TV trips down cinematic
memory lane.
Comedian, actor and music hall
historian Roy Hudd passed
away after a short illness on
March 15 this year. He was 83.
John Brooker recalls the five
years they worked together on
Anglia TV’s ‘Movie Memories’
programme.
I was working as sports editor on the Harlow
Gazette when I pitched an idea for a new show
to Anglia Television in 1980. Movie Memories
would be about viewers’ stories and memories
of going to the cinema in the 1930s, 40s and
50s with requests for film clips and information
about old favourites such as ‘where are they
now?’
To my surprise Anglia said they were interested
– but only if I would write the scripts and supply
the majority of the clips. You can imagine my
answer.
So after firming up ideas for the programme,
which included adding a guest star to the mix, I
nervously arrived at Anglia studios in Norwich
for a 10am script meeting for the pilot show
which guest starred Jack Warner, fondly
remembered as TV’s Dixon of Dock Green.
It was at this meeting that I first met Roy Hudd
who had been signed up to host the
programme.
There could not have been a better choice. He
put me at ease from the get go with a host of
funny stories. And told me: “I’ve looked
through the script and I can see that the film
clips will be the stars of the show. I’ll just be on
hand to link everything together.”
Of course he was wrong. The scripts were lifted
by his inimitable style and viewers tuned in as
much to see Roy as they did to relive memories
of going to the ‘flicks.’
We received lots of letters after each series
(there were five 1981-85) and many were
addressed to Roy. When they reached me to
help me plan the next series I was amazed to
see that Roy had replied to everyone by hand.
No stock letter, no rubber stamp signature.
One letter in particular summed up why
people loved him. He had received a note from

a lady who had met him recently and reminded
him of their chat. She concluded: “I don’t
suppose you will remember me. I was with my
sister.” Roy replied that he did remember their
meeting and not only that he recalled her
sister’s name!! That must have made her day…
and many days afterwards.
Over the course of each series Roy and I spent
many hours together, especially at the Nelson
Hotel, in the company of the show’s guest stars
including Leslie Phillips, Richard Greene (TV’s
Robin Hood), Victor Maddern, Googie Withers
and (a great thrill for Roy) Chesney Allen who
was a member of The Crazy Gang and
recorded ‘Underneath the Arches’ with his
partner Bud Flanagan.
I soon realised that Roy enjoyed a bit of
mischief. I told him I did a bit of stand up
comedy (at a local level!) so he suggested I did
the warm up for the show that night.
My courage then left me so Roy agreed he
would do the warm up but he would like to
introduce me to the audience as the deviser/
writer of the series.
I thought I could handle that. But Roy went on
and told them everything that I was going to
say and then introduced me as the warm up!!
It was a fantastic experience and I knew that
Roy was ready in the wings to help me if I
stumbled. As it turned out it went quite well. To
the extent that afterwards someone involved
with ‘Sale of the Century’ (also produced at
Anglia) asked me if I would be interested in
doing the warm up for that programme. I sadly
declined because I had to go back to my ‘day
job’ in Harlow.
The next night I was running through my well-
worn gags again when I realized the audience
kept moving around. Every time I focused on a
particular group the floor manager moved
them to other seats!!
No prizes for guessing who was behind it. Yes,
Roy was up in the control room conducting the
proceedings!!
Each season Anglia filmed the first programme
on a Monday or Tuesday and then the other six
two a day later in the week.
That meant I spent possibly 17-18 hours with
Roy each day – script meeting 10am, afternoon
run throughs and taping in the evening plus a
late evening meal at the Nelson followed by
more fun and laughter into the early hours of
the morning.

Roy always made me feel part of the group.
There was a story I told about Ashdon Players’
1978 production of ‘Doctor in the House’ that
he particularly liked and he always encouraged
me to tell it to our guest stars.
That’s how I found Roy – always generous with
his time and his support. Two years after Movie
Memories finished I told him I was starting up a
video shop in Saffron Walden and he offered to
help me with the official opening. The price? A
donation to the British Music Hall Society!!
Over the years we kept in with Christmas cards
and met up when I went to see his one-man
shows and pantos.
I was pleased to help his wife Debbie put
together a programme of clips to be shown at
his surprise 80th birthday party.
I had booked to see his show with Debbie in
Haverhill in April but, of course, it wasn’t to be.
Movie Memories was 35-40 years ago but I’ll
never forget the days I spent in the company of
a great artist and a great man.

John Brooker

Top right -Top right -
JohnJohn withwith Jack WarnerJack Warner
Left -Left -

Roy Hudd in a publicity shot forRoy Hudd in a publicity shot for
Movie MemoriesMovie Memories

Above -Above -

Roy Hudd with Charles HawtreyRoy Hudd with Charles Hawtrey
one of the guests in Season 1one of the guests in Season 1



AshdonWindmill Trust
How things have changed since our last report.
Then, we were looking forward to our Annual
Friends’ Evening with the Walden Buskers,
followed by helping with the Bartlow Three
Counties Walk, but sadly they had to be
cancelled. Furthermore our monthly opening of
the mill on the second Sunday in the month has
also been cancelled for the time being which, of
course, will affect our donations.

We have been keeping an eye on the mill and it
seems to be surviving.

On the plus side, the mill continues to be a fine
sight for anyone out taking their fitness walk.

Here we see Harry Patch, from Steventon End,
out enjoying the countryside and the lovely
weather.

We are still seeking local people to join us as
Trustees, so if you are interested, please contact
David How on 01799 584382 or email Alan
Hardy on alan@castlecamps.com

[We are looking forward to the time when we
can open again and welcome visitors.]

Regards David How

David How on 01799 584382 or

email : alan@castlecamps.com

40 The Ashdon Village Magazine Summer 2020 41 The Ashdon Village Magazine Summer 2020

Hello from GoldstonesHello from Goldstones
Well.Well, well! What a strange
times we are living in at the
moment. Life has been
completely turned around and
we are all trying to adjust to
new ways of doing things, after
previously doing what we like,
when we like, go where ever
we want and meeting up with
family and friends whenever
we want to. It sure has been a
big ask and by and large
people have responded well.
People ask me how we are doing here on the
farm and strange as it may seem, I have to say
that life is carrying on much as before. The one
positive thing that has arisen from this
pandemic is that farming has been recognised
as a key industry and now people are taking
more notice of where their food comes from
and how important it is to them. A village shop
must be the answer?

Most things have ground to a halt but the
crops will keep growing and so we must
continue to look after them to the best of our
ability. This is easier said than done as we are
now almost in a drought situation following the
horrendously wet autumn and winter that
we’ve just had. Approximately 15” of rain from
October to February and just 2” from March to
the end of May!! No wonder that some crops
are under stress.

Wheats at Goldstones look promising but the
wheat at Hall Farm not so good, as folks can
probably see when travelling out of Ashdon
towards Saffron Walden. They suffered very wet
conditions last autumn because they were last
to be drilled and consequently the seed sat in
wet and cold soil for a lengthly period. We are
trying to ease some of the problems by doing
some extensive drainage work on some of the
fields. Most of the fields on Goldstones and
Hall Farm would have been drained back in the
1960’s and 70’s so some need renewing as
soon as we can.

The rape crop here has also suffered its up’s
and down’s. From looking good in the autumn
after good germination it ran into trouble in
January and February with a double whammy
of flea beetle and wood pigeons. It was
reduced from plants with good leaf cover to
virtual skeletons by the time March came
around. Eventually it has recovered, once the

soil warmed up and has gone into fairly full
flower albeit with a potential drop in seed
yield. One thing going for it is that when in full
flower, it is alive with bees and other
pollinating insects. It is still the arable crop with
the most wildlife living in it, which is a good
reason to try and keep growing it. Winter
beans have flowered well but do need a good
rainfall to help the pods to set and the Spring
barley looks ok but could also do with a good
drink. However we must be patient and what
will be, will be.

One thing, I believe that has prospered under
this pandemic is the wildlife. Maybe it’s
because there is little traffic sound and hardly
any aircraft but I’m sure that birdsong has been
louder and clearer helped by the dry and
sunny weather. Jenny and I have never heard
the cuckoo so much as this year and although
its a bird with a dubious habit, to hear it it
singing does gladden the heart somewhat.

We have also had a heron nest down at the
fishing lakes for the first time ever, probably
because the lakes have been closed for a
lengthy periods and there has been no human
activity.

Sure enough early May has seen the return of
the house martins to the farmhouse and they
are now busy building their nests all around
the house under the eaves. Swallows have also
been around the the farm buildings and just
the other day we saw a couple of swifts flying
speedily around the house looking for a nest
site. Then on one of our dog walks around the
farm we saw a buzzard take off from the
ground with a snake in its claws! That really was
a one off sighting!!

This report from the farm probably seems a bit
like a clip from ‘Springwatch’ to people but it is
just that nature has seemed so abundant and
all around us this year, we really do appreciate
all that we have seen.

I hope that many of you also have walked the
footpaths and bridleways around the village
and have noticed all the wildlife around us. We
are all very, very fortunate to be living in
Ashdon.

Keep safe
John Furze



Ashdon Carpet Bowls Club
Awarm welcome to all Ashdon
Village readers and
contributors from a very quiet
and quarantined Carpet Bowls
Club.
What a strange past 3 months we have all
experienced, and still no safe and final end to
the dramatic effects the Covid-19 has had, not
only on the U.K. democratic way of life, but
globally as well. The Government’s decision
that we all should go into “lockdown” in March
has put the temporary closure to our “normal
way of life” into uncharted waters for most of
us.

A swift development of a Covid-19 vaccine is
eagerly and urgently required to enable us all
to take a fresh outlook on how we move further
on in our evolving world affairs situation.
Interesting times ahead for everyone!

Although “isolated” the Bowls Club members
keep in touch by phone and text calls to each
other. We are all adjusting to this “new normal
way of life” and making the best of it that we
can under these unusual circumstances. We all
miss our weekly “bowls and banter” meetings
especially other Bowls Club villages. We
cannot wait for “normality” to make a welcome
return for everyone.

Sadly, the return to his family and the Bowls
Club will not be possible for one of the
founding members of A.B.C., John Bartram
who passed away recently in Addenbrookes
Hospital after suffering a severe stroke. Our
condolences to his wife Kath and family. The
“bowlers” were planning on a celebration in
June for John’s 90th birthday, as this cannot
now proceed we will, in reunited times, raise a
glass in his memory.

John was a pivotal founding member of A.B.C.
who, along with several other like-minded
villagers, helped set up the A.B.C. on 23rd
October 1990. Thirty years ago this year – John
held various positions in the Club, Committee
member; Vice Chairman; Chairman; Vice
Captain and Captain over many years, helping
not only with the Club’s initiation, but steering

it through its formative years with his
seemingly endless energy and drive. A kind
friendly person who was always on time at the
start of an evening meeting, helping set up the
carpets, score boards, team selections, etc.
When I joined the A.B.C. several years ago, a
complete novice, who thought this is an easy
ride, John would take me aside and explain the
correct way of bowling and it’s finer points of
order, so that the game was not only fair to all
but also enjoyable and entertaining as well.
On our 2 carpets are placed 2 large wooden
circles which you bowl around (hopefully) and
not hit – John made these 30 years ago, and
they have stood the tests of time (and a few
knocks) along the way.

John was born in Ashdon and lived there all his
life. He was schooled in Ashdon and worked in
Ashdon on several farms, before working
locally. What a fine example of a kind and
friendly Ashdon villager, always ready to help
out and be of assistance to everyone. His
friendly and bustling manner will be sorely
missed by everyone who knew him, a
remarkable and memorable man who knew his
own mind but would help out if the need arose
for anyone. His kindness and care showed in
the wildlife that came into his garden – he even
got a wild pheasant to eat from out of his hand.

Thank you John, for sharing your Ashdon life
and experiences with us “bowlers” and making
our lives richer and more pleasant with your
kindness and energy. R.I.P.

Please keep an “eye out” for when the Bowls
Club can restart/resume, not date yet but if you
would like to try the A.B.C. we meet on
Mondays (except Bank Holidays) at 7.30pm till
9.30pm in the Village Hall. Plenty of
camaraderie, tea and biscuits in order.

Please stay safe in these challenging times.

John Parker
A.C.B.C. Member

Ashdon SchoolSchool PTA

To start supporting, Visit:

www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
And SearchFor:
Ashdon Primary

Supportersmust be 16years of age or older.

• Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

• It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise funds

• 40% of ticket sales come back to us

• There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the chance to win
£25,000

• It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school today!
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Nippers Kitchen
So often when meeting neighbours - at a safe distance of course - the
conversation turns to "how lucky we are to be living in such a great
village surrounded by stunning countryside"
.
Present circumstances initially made me want to turn to comfort food more
frequently than usual. Classics such as Shepherd’s Pie, Sausages and
Baked Potato, Macaroni Cheese, Apple Crumble and Bread and Butter
pudding to name just some.
However, we have been very fortunate that the weather has been so warm
over the past weeks. It has certainly helped to keep our spirits up even
though our gardens could clearly do with some rain now. As a result of this
"Mediterranean" spell salads seem more appropriate. So I'd like to share a
favourite with you.

Spatchcock Chicken with Fennel and Mango Salad
Ingredients for Spatchcock chicken:

1 x 4lb chicken, spatchcocked (this can just as easily be chicken pieces, thighs etc)
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 tbsp. Cajun spices, Piri Piri or Smoked Paprika (or a mixture of all three)
2 tbsp. olive oil, 4 garlic cloves

Ingredients for the fennel and mango salad
2 mangoes, peeled, stone removed, flesh cut into ½ in cubes
2 fennel bulbs, trimmed and cut lengthways into thin slices, save the fronds
4 tbsp. virgin olive oil, 1 lemon, juice only
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
4 tbsp. fresh mint, roughly chopped
250g feta cheese

Method:
1. Preheat the oven or BBQ to 180C/350F/Gas 4.
2. For the Spatchcock chicken, slash each chicken leg two or three times with a sharp knife.

Season with salt and freshly ground pepper, rub all over with olive oil and sprinkle with the
Cajun spices. Transfer to a roasting tin. Place skin-side upwards and tuck the whole garlic
cloves underneath. Roast on the barbeque or in a preheated oven for an hour to hour and
15 minutes, or until the juices run clear.

3. For the fennel and mango salad, in a bowl, mix together the mango and fennel with the
olive oil, lemon juice and mint. Season to taste with the salt and pepper.

4. To serve, cut the chicken into portions, then divide the salad between plates, and crumble
over the feta cheese and fennel fronds.

If you would prefer your chicken to be a herby flavour then replace the spices with freshly
chopped rosemary and thyme, rub well in and refrigerate for a few hours. Always allow the chicken
back to room temperature before cooking.
If the above salad seems too much try the following;

Mango Salsa
2 mangoes, peeled, stone removed, flesh cut into ½ in cubes or smaller
2 limes, the grated zest of one and the juice of two
A handful of chopped fresh coriander
Half of a red chilli, finely chopped
Half of a small red onion finely chopped
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Method
Mix all the ingredients in a bowl and serve with the chicken of your choice.

Steve

NOT YET AMEMBER - WANT TO KNOWMORE?
Trish Southall, Secretary Ashdon Gardening Club

Telephone: 01799 5526395

Ashdon Gardening Club
AGC in temporary hibernation
but ‘Carry on Gardening’

Lockdown has certainly
curtailed the Gardening Club's
activities. So no AGM, no plant
sale and perhaps most
upsetting of all, no summer
visits. How we are going to
move forward is unclear at the
moment and with the situation
constantly changing it is
impossible to do more than
hope that by the Autumn we
may be able to "come back" in
some way. The will is certainly
there. So rest assured that the
Committee's primary aim is to
get the Club up and running
again as soon as possible.
Gardening, of course, has never enjoyed such
a high profile. Chelsea went virtual and
though the real thing was sadly missed, with
serious impact for exhibitors and growers alike,
the RHS and BBC TV came up with a format
that kept us both informed and entertained.
Mental health and the benefits of gardening
have long been recognised. And never more
so than at this time. For so many people, their
gardens and allotments have played a crucial
role in relieving stress and anxiety as well as
helping with physical fitness. On those
beautiful early mornings when the air is fresh

and the birds singing their hearts out, I'm sure
we've all counted our blessings remembering
those families locked down in inner city flats
with no outdoor space at all.
Gardening Centres have now re-opened.
Hurray!. And let's give a shout out to our own
Beeches Nursery who quickly rallied round
with a pre-order and collect service.
Congratulations are also due to them on the
four page article about the nursery in the April
issue of The Garden, the prestigious magazine
of the RHS.
Grow Your Own has become a "thing" as we've
adopted something of a wartime mentality,
though seeds, plug plants and compost have
not always been easily available. Gardening
hero, Monty Don is teaching newbies how to
grow veg and salad crops and we've also
discovered through necessity how to divide
our existing plant stock and to take cuttings
As I write, June is only days away. May has
been one of the driest on record and there are
rumours of a hose pipe ban. However, a walk
round the village reveals just how much time
and effort we've been putting into our
gardens. Bursting with colour and interest,
roses in full bloom, alliums standing to
attention and the air fragrant, they are a joy to
behold.
So lockdown has not been without benefit -
particularly for those of us fortunate enough to
live in this wonderful part of the world.
Carrying on gardening everyone.

Janet Elsey
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Ashdon Services and Activities
All Saints Church Vicar: Caroline Currer 584839 c.currer@btinternet.com

Barbara Marshall 01223 894162
Ashdon Garden Club Trish Southall 513413 ashdongardeningclub.co.uk
Ashdon Lunch Club Sue Kidman 584491 or Gavin Walter 584384
Ashdon Mosaics ashdonmosaics@gmail.com Instagram : #ashdonmosaics
Ashdon Museum Curator Glenn Miller 584253 every Wednesday afternoon

and Sunday afternoon.
Ashdon Players John Brooker 584039
Ashdon School Head Teacher Simon Rance 584219

www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk
Ashdon Kids Club Breakfast and After School Club – Denise 584219 option 3 or

visit www.ashdonkidsclub.moonfruit.com
Ashdon School P.T.A. Chairperson: Melody Hayden 585777
Ashdon W.I. President Hilary Haynes 584357
Ashdon Windmill Trust David How 584382
Baptist Church Minister - Gavin Walter 584384

Secretary: Glenn Miller 584253
Carpet Bowls Jeffrey Goodwin 584571 Louise Edgeworth 584434
Cricket Club Stephen Salt 501650 or visitwww.ashdoncc.co.uk
Cubs Wednesdays 6.30 to 8pm in Hempstead Village Hall Hall.

Miss J Pledger 599493
Football Club David Bidwell 584675
Kick Boxing nickycooperuk@gmail.com
Member of Parliament Rt Hon Kemi Badenoch 0207 219 1943

kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
Parish Council Clerk David Green 584229 ashdon-pc@outlook.com

Chairman Mike Elsey 585902 Steve Hayler 07814 449546
Philip Player 07752 387671 George Smith 07896 618944
John Thorn 584549
District Councillor James de Vries Council Offices 510510
Essex County Council Simon Walsh 08457 430430

Rustic Players Robin Plumridge 584565
Social Car Service Janet Moore 584510

Young Farmers Amy Moss amyrmoss511@hotmail.co.uk
Meet every Tuesday at 8pm (ages 16-26)
aswyfc@gmail.com or our pages at https://sites.google.com/site/
aswyfc

Village Hall Bookings Janet Moore on 584510
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APRIL 2020, A TIME TO PAUSE.APRIL 2020, A TIME TO PAUSE.
Once more we awake to another new day,Once more we awake to another new day,
'Very strange times' We think and we say,'Very strange times' We think and we say,
A time of Reflection, of Love, Trust and Hope,A time of Reflection, of Love, Trust and Hope,
A belief that we’re strong and that we will cope,A belief that we’re strong and that we will cope,

Nature in glory has no time to restNature in glory has no time to rest
Flowers will bloom and birds have to nest,Flowers will bloom and birds have to nest,
So time for Mosaicers to stop and observe,So time for Mosaicers to stop and observe,
capture the moment, No fear, No reserve,capture the moment, No fear, No reserve,

We can use this time wisely, Be peaceful andWe can use this time wisely, Be peaceful and
stilled, Be creative, embracing the time to bestilled, Be creative, embracing the time to be
filledfilled

For our family and friends, our work we canFor our family and friends, our work we can
share to bring joy, colour, vibrancy, expressionshare to bring joy, colour, vibrancy, expression
and flair,and flair,

We have all had to consider the way that we live,We have all had to consider the way that we live,
Trust that nature can continue to inspire and toTrust that nature can continue to inspire and to
give.give.

Caroline SutherlandCaroline Sutherland

Victoria Moriarty and theVictoria Moriarty and the
mosaic Tommy she created tomosaic Tommy she created to
commemorate VE Day.commemorate VE Day.

She is donating it to the ParishShe is donating it to the Parish
Council for the War MemorialCouncil for the War Memorial
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